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The editors of the New Zealand Medical  
Journal wish to issue an expression of con-
cern regarding the article titled “Scurvy in a 

non–weight-bearing paediatric patient”, published  
in this journal.

Concerns have been raised regarding the  
adequacy of consent obtained for publication of 
this case report. While there is no dispute regarding 
the clinical accuracy or educational value of the 
content presented, the issues raised relate specif-
ically to whether appropriate consent processes 
were fully met in accordance with journal policy 
and accepted ethical standards.

The Journal takes matters of patient consent 
and confidentiality very seriously. In light of 

these concerns, and following discussion with the 
authors, we are undertaking a formal review of 
the circumstances surrounding consent for this 
publication. This process includes consideration 
of any additional information that may clarify the 
situation.

Pending the outcome of this review, readers 
are advised to interpret the article with caution in 
relation to its compliance with ethical publication 
standards.

The process may lead to a formal retraction of 
the article. Should this occur, a retraction notice 
will be published, and the article content will be 
withdrawn in accordance with standard publishing 
practice.
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